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To kneel or not to kneel, that is the question. Or maybe put a fist 
in the air? Or stand together and link arms? Or just stay in the 
locker room and intentionally miss the whole thing? The options 
for protest during the national anthem seem to be endless, and to 
be honest, I’m not convinced that everyone is on the same page 
about what they are protesting. Is it racial injustice? President 
Trump? The government in general?  

First, let’s agree on one thing: Standing at attention during the 
national anthem is neither commanded nor forbidden by God in 
Scripture. In fact, it is neither commanded nor forbidden by the 
laws of our land either. That’s why no arrests have been 
made…no citations have been issued. In some ways it’s not 
much different than a person saying, “God bless you!” when 
another person sneezes, or when a congregation is invited to 
rise for the reading of the gospel. These things are not law, 
and we cannot automatically condemn the person who 
neglects to do these things as a wicked sinner.  

Now, could a person be sinning by choosing to do something 
other than stand at attention during the anthem? 
Absolutely. Of particular note here is respect and honor that 
is due to those whom God has placed in authority. Paul 
wrote in Romans 13, “Let everyone be subject to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have 

been established by God. Consequently, whoever 
rebels against the authority is rebelling against 

what God has instituted, and those who do so 
will bring judgment on themselves.” Peter also 

wrote, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake 
to every human authority: whether to the 

emperor, as the supreme authority, or to 
governors. . . . honor the emperor.” Is the “protest” 

aimed at dishonoring or disrespecting a person or 
persons in authority? God calls that sin. 

It’s not as if the apostles Paul and Peter were 
under the rule of a perfect ruler. Nero was on the 

throne. Christians were being burned alive and fed 
to lions. Equality and civil rights were out. 
Persecution and discrimination were in. Yet the 
apostles’ words, God’s words, still rang true. 
Submit. Honor. Respect. They still ring true today. 

The reality is that there is a deeper issue at play 
here. God does expect us to help the oppressed 
and the downtrodden, of which there certainly 
are many in this country. That is a God-pleasing 
thing for a Christian to do. Could kneeling during 
the anthem shed some light on the issue of racial 
injustice? It could, and to some degree it has. 
Could it also create greater rifts, stir up hatred 
and anger, because not everyone understands 
or is unified about the message? It could, and it 
has.  

The deeper issue is that we live in a sinful world 
full of sinful people, where even the best 
intentions can be misinterpreted or misapplied. 
We can work to change outward actions and 
injustices, but if hearts are not being changed with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, those outward changes 
will come to nothing. The reality is that one day 
we will all stand before the throne, where every 
knee will bend before the Lord of Glory. On that 
day there will be no protests, no confusion, and 
no one will be absent. Let’s do the work he has 
given us, to strive to change hearts and minds to 
know Jesus as our one and only Savior from sin, 
which will change attitudes and actions, but more 

importantly will make the day of Christ’s final 
return a happy one for many more souls.   



 
From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing 
after another (John 1:16).  God abundantly blesses us and wants 
us to use those blessings to his glory.  So how does this look in 
our daily lives?  We’ll be considering that over the month of 
October in our Fall Stewardship Program, entitled, Joyful 
Generosity.    

Over the next 5 weeks, our Worship Services and our Adult Bible 
Classes will focus our attention on the Lord’s blessings to us, and 
our joyful response to them through the use of our time, talents 
and treasures.  Our Worship Service themes include: The Earth Is 
the Lord’s; Abundance vs. Scarcity; Where Your Treasure Is; Joyful 
and Generous; and First and Proportional.   

Our corresponding Adult Bible Studies include; 1) God’s people 
find it a joy to give from the generous hearts that God has given 
them. 2) God’s people learn to give generously and 
proportionately. 3) God’s people create an annual plan for their 
giving. 4) God’s people have a good understanding of how their 
gifts are being used for the kingdom. 5) God’s people are afforded 
a variety of different methods and opportunities for their gifts.   

As of the end of September, we are about $57,000 behind in our 
Mission and Ministry Plan for 2017.  May the Lord richly bless our 
stewardship emphasis this Fall and throughout the year 2018 
with Joyful Generosity in response to his overwhelming gift of our 
salvation through the sacrifice of his one and only Son.    
 

Star Cares Fund  
Chili Cook-Off & Pie Auction 

Join your fellow members in a friendly chili competition on 
Saturday, Oct. 14, from 2:00-5:00 p.m.  We will also be holding a 
pie auction with all proceeds going to our Star Cares Fund, which 
helps our members with immediate or extreme financial needs.  
Bust out your secret recipe for chili, pie or both.  Sign up on the 
easel in the Gathering Area as soon as possible.  You can also just 
show up hungry, help crown a chili champion for this year, and go 

home with some pie.   This is a social opportunity for 
adults and kids alike, as there will be some fall-themed 

activities going on throughout the event.  Please 
join us in support of our Star Cares Fund.  If 
anyone wants to make a contribution to our 

Star Cares Fund, you may do so at anytime.  
Just place your gift in an envelope, marked 
Star Cares Fund, and place it into the 
offering plate at any of our Services.  
Thanks for caring! 

Our Southeastern Wisconsin 
District will be conducting a 
special Reformation 500 
Service at the Miller High 
Life Theater, 500 W. 
Kilbourn Ave. on Sunday, 
November 5, at 3:30 p.m.   
Two choirs are being formed 
to enhance the Service.  An 
Adult Choir directed by Mary 
Prange and a Children’s 
Choir directed by Sarah 
Henrich.  The goal is 300 
voices in each choir.  Pastor 
James Huebner, First Vice-President of our WELS, will 
preach the sermon.  Mr. Kevin Becker will serve as the 
organist.  Instruments and percussion will add beauty to 
the singing.  Watch for more information as the date of 
November 5 approaches! 

 
We welcome Deanna Papula and her children; Kane, 
Kora and Sylas to our Star of Bethlehem family.  May 
the Lord richly bless your relationship with our Savior 
among us. 

 

Hymns of Martin Luther 
In this year of Reformation 
500, three choirs are uniting 
to celebrate Martin Luther’s 
legacy as poet and 
composer.  Join the 
Wisconsin Lutheran College 
Choir, the Milwaukee 

Lutheran Chorale, and the 
Seminary Chorus to sing and 

rejoice in 15 of Luther’s greatest 
and most enduring hymns.  The hymnfest will take place 
at the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary on October 1, at 
7:30 p.m., in the Seminary auditorium in Mequon.  You 
are cordially invited to attend. 
 

QUILTING GROUP 

Kathryn Dietrich is seeing if there is any interest in 
starting a Quilting Group here at Star of Bethlehem.  If 
interested, please contact Kathryn at 414-257-3669.   
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—   

not by works, so that no one can boast.. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 



Congratulations! 
Lukas Bonus and Ashley Loberg were 
united in marriage at Star of Bethlehem 
on September 2.  Matt Trinko and 
Kimberly Sleider were married on 

September 30 at Star of 
Bethlehem.  And Katie 

Zaruba and Alex Smith 
were united in 

marriage at St. John’s in 
Mukwonago on September 30.  
May the Lord keep all of these 

couples faithful to their marriage 
promises in the blessed union as 
husbands and wives.   

Star of Bethlehem 
Bowling League 

We began our season 
on September 10th, 
but we do have room 
to add more bowlers.  
If you are unsure about participating, 
please stop by the New Berlin Bowl on 
October 8th or 22nd and see what it’s like 
for yourself. Questions? Please speak 
with Pastor Nitz. 

WELS Lutherans for Life 
WELS Lutherans for Life will be holding 2 
fundraising events on Friday, October 13, 
at Country Springs Hotel in Pewaukee. 
Both the luncheon and the dinner have 
been paid in full by generous 
underwriters. While there will be no cost 
to attend, there will be an opportunity to 
support the ministry financially. All funds 
raised will directly support life-affirming 
help for abortion-vulnerable mothers, 
people suffering post-abortion trauma, 
and a youth development program. Pre-
registration is required and seats are 
limited, so don’t delay. Learn more and 
register at EveningForLife.org, call 414-
727-8176 or email: Contact@ALife2.com,. 
 

SHEEPSHEAD TOURNEY 
St. Paul’s, Muskego will be hosting a 
Sheepshead Tournament on Saturday, 
Oct. 21, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
Some knowledge of the game is required.  
Please call Cindy Proeber at 414-801-
2845 to register ahead of time.  There is a 
$5.00 registration fee.   

Adult Discipleship offers LIVE online Bible 
studies for use by congregations, small 
groups, or individuals to serve as a mid-
week Bible study. Gather at your church 
or around the computer to join in 
fellowship and learn about the Bible with 
brothers and sisters in faith from around 
the country.  The next six week 
Interactive Faith online Bible study will 
begin Wed., Oct. 4, 2017. Prof. Joel Otto 
from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will 
lead a study entitled “Luther’s lasting 
impact.” The studies take place twice 
each Wednesday at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
(central) through Nov. 8. Prof. Otto 
writes, “Luther’s Reformation led to 
profound developments that impacted 
the church and how people learn, 
confess, and live their faith. As Lutherans 
living in the 21st century, what Luther 
brought about is still part of who we are 
as Christians and as a church. This study 
will examine those developments that 
continue to have a lasting impact.” 

When:  Wednesday’s Oct. 4 – Nov. 8 at    
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. (central) 

Who:  Prof. Joel Otto 

What:  “Luther’s Lasting Impact” 

Contact WELS by calling 414-256-3888 
 

WLHS 6th-8th Grade 
Open House 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School's Open 
House is on Sunday, October 15. 
Registration starts at 5:30 p.m. with 
program at 6:00 p.m. Grade school 
parents and students please join us to 
meet teachers, tour the 
school, and enjoy faculty 
presentations. See what a 
difference academic 
excellence in a 
Christ-centered 
environment can 
make in your child's 
life! 

 
Teen Group 
Join us for regular gatherings 
at Star on Wednesday nights 
at 6:00 p.m. beginning 
October 4th. These one hour 
gatherings will include social 
time and a short Bible study. 
 

WLHS POSITION OPENING 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School 
(WLHS) Guidance Department 
Administrative Assistant 
Opening—WLHS is currently 
seeking candidates for the open 
position of Guidance Department 
Administrative Assistant. Please 
E-mail resume and cover letter by 
October 14, to Jodi Lunow, 
Human Resource Specialist, at 
jodi.lunow@wlhs.org, or via mail: 
330 North Glenview Avenue, 
Milwaukee, WI 53213. 
 

Croatia Trip 
Pastor Richard and Sibylle Krause of 
Christ Lutheran Church in Pewaukee 
will host a 10-day tour to Croatia 
and the Dalmatian Coast March 9-
18, 2018.  Brochures with more 
information are available upon 
request.  Registrations need to be 
received by November 15.  
Everyone is welcome.  Please 
contact Mike Swenson at Tempo 
Travel at 414-774-1080 or 
mikes@tempotravelservice.com  or 
Pastor Krause at 262-691-0720 or 
pastorkrause@christpewaukee.org. 

 
There will be three Information 
Gatherings taking place later in 
October—October 19th at 6:00 
p.m.; October 21st at 9:00 a.m.; 
and October 24th at 6:30 p.m.  
Please watch your mail for your 
personal invitation. 
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Financial Update as of 9/17/17 

 
 

Advance Directives 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

An advance directive is a written 
statement of a person's wishes 

regarding medical treatment, made to 
ensure those wishes are carried out should 

the person be unable to communicate them to 
a doctor. It is more inclusive than a living will. 

You can get this form from your primary care physician or 
contact me (susan.abel@phci.org).  I can also assist you with the 
completion of this very important legal document. 

Footsteps of Faith 
This Women’s Retreat is being hosted by Divine 
Peace Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, on October 14th.  
For more information, please go to Phm1Six.org.  You 
are asked to register by October 1st.   
WLC NEWS 
Band and Choir Concert 
The Wisconsin Lutheran College Concert Band and the Wisconsin 
Lutheran Choir and Chamber Choir will perform a Fall Showcase 
Concert on Friday, October 6. The concert will take place in the 
Center for Arts and Performance Schwan Concert Hall at 7:30 
p.m.  Tickets are $7 and may be purchased at wlc.edu/boxoffice 
or by calling 414.443.8802. 
 

Christian Business Leaders Summit 
Austin Ramirez, CEO of HUSCO International, will speak at 
Wisconsin Lutheran College on Tuesday, October 17.  The 
Christian Business Leaders Summit, which costs $40 per person, 
begins with networking at 10:45 a.m., followed by lunch, 
keynote, and a panel discussion on servant leadership. For 
information or to register,visit wlc.edu/cbls. 

From the President 
Five hundred years ago, Martin Luther nailed his 95 
theses on the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.  
His reasons for doing so centered upon his belief that 
biblical authority, the very Word of God, was being 
supplanted by man’s “authority.”  It really distilled down 
to a simple question:  Who is the ultimate authority?  
God or man? 

Martin Luther challenged the church of his era.  He 
wanted it to return to the authority of God’s Word.  And 
so out of the Reformation came the cry for Sola 
Scriptura (scripture alone). 

You might know that Nan and I are traveling throughout 
several western states.  We’ve visited some awesome 
places, such as Bryce Canyon, Zion National Park, and 

the Grand 
Canyon.  We’ve 
listened to our 
tour guides and 
the park rangers.  
The problem 
Nan and I have is 
the constant 
reference to 
“millions (or 

billions) of years” when they’re describing the 
wonderful formations of God’s creation.  There is 
absolutely no mention of another alternative 
explanation – the great flood of the Bible.  

When fossil layers are being explained, the word 
“evolution” is always used in the context of how the 
various species came to be.  “Billions of years” is again 
used to explain timelines. 

We visited the Lowell 
Observatory in Flagstaff, 
Arizona.    Same thing – no 
mention of a Creator during 
the docent’s lectures. 

Whatever happened to the 
Reformation’s Sola 
Scriptura? 

In my view, our travel 
experiences are simple 
examples of why we need 
to again expand our facilities here at Star of Bethlehem.  
We need to share Sola Scriptura with as many people as 
we can. 

Can you help? 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 
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